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Building on 2025's record-breaking 28% business
income growth, our focus remains clear, sustaining
excellence, strengthening customer experience, and
executing with precision across every department.

Our goal is to create lasting value, not just for KeNIC
but for the broader internet ecosystem in Kenya.

As we move into Q2, I encourage each of you to
embrace continuous improvement every contribution,
big or small, counts. Let us maintain the discipline and
consistency that brought us this far.

I look forward to a year of transformation, progress, and
shared victories. Together, we will win big and set new
benchmarks for success!"

“I am filled with immense pride and gratitude for the
energy and dedication our team has brought into 2026.
The theme guiding us this year, #WinningTogether — is
not merely a rallying call; it is the spirit we have lived
every single day in Q1, through collaboration, discipline,
and shared purpose.

Our most defining moment this quarter was the
successful execution of the Domain Summit Africa and
the African Capacity Building Training, events that
brought together 47 international guests from 19
countries, with approximately 150 participants in
attendance. 

The positive feedback from participants and the strong
social media response affirmed what we already believe:
KeNIC is a gold standard on the African continent. I am
deeply proud of every team member who played a role in
making those events a success

 STATEMENT FROM THE CEO

Andrew Lewela Mwanyota, 
.KE Chief Evangelist & CEO, 
at the internal March Townhall meeting.

March 2026

https://kenic.or.ke/ke-domains/ke-products/
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TOP STORY 

1 . KENIC CO-HOSTED DOMAIN SUMMIT AFRICA 2026
The Domain Summit 2026 was successfully co-hosted by
the Kenya Network InformationCentre (KeNIC) on 23rd
and 24th February 2026. The summit convened key
stakeholders from the domain name industry, government,
technology sector, and private enterprises to discuss
developments, innovation, and opportunities within the
domain ecosystem. 

Objectives of the Summit
Strengthen collaboration within the domain name
ecosystem.
Enhance awareness of the .ke domain and digital
identity opportunities.
Foster partnerships between registry operators,
registrars, businesses, and government.
Increase KeNIC’s brand visibility locally and
regionally.
Generate digital engagement and measurable social
media growth.

Leadership & Key Dignitaries

Hon. William Kabogo, EGH, Cabinet Secretary,
Ministry of ICT & Digital Economy
David Mugonyi, Director General Communication
Authority of Kenya
Jessy K Maruti, ICT Authority CEO
Thomas Odhiambo, KeNIC Board Vice Chairperson
Paul Kariuki - Chairman, KeNIC

The event was led by KeNIC’s CEO, Andrew Lewela
Mwanyota, alongside the Domain Summit Founder,
Helmuts Meskonis.

Global Partners of the event:  Site.pro — AI Website Builder & ERP, it.com Domains LTD, Team Internet, and
Freename.

(Jan,Feb and March) 

https://www.linkedin.com/company/site-pro/
https://www.linkedin.com/company/it-com/
https://www.linkedin.com/company/team-internet/
https://www.linkedin.com/company/freename/


Speakers highlights





The Domain Summit 2026 successfully positioned KeNIC as a leader in the domain name ecosystem and
reinforced its role in Kenya’s digital transformation agenda. The event strengthened stakeholder engagement,
enhanced brand visibility, and generated measurable digital growth. The combination of government participation,
industry leadership, exhibitor engagement, media coverage, and social media impact demonstrates that the summit
achieved both its strategic and communication objectives.

Conclusion

High-level government representation

Picture: The Ministry of ICT and the Digital
Economy Cabinet Secretary, Hon. William
Kabogo, joined industry leaders, policymakers,
and regional partners at the Summit, reaffirming
the government's commitment to investing in
digital connectivity, cybersecurity, and digital
identity frameworks.

Partnerships Confirmed

Pictured: Partners at the KeNIC offices in
Nairobi, two landmark partnerships were
confirmed for Domain Summit Africa 2027, set
to take place at Diani Beach, Kenya. The
announcements mark a significant milestone in
building a world-class domain industry event for
Africa, bringing together registrars, domain
investors, IT entrepreneurs, and industry
leaders from across the continent and beyond.

Key Achievements Over The Summit Period
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2. KENIC & AFRALTI TRAINING AFRICA’S TOP CCTLD’S

Building Africa’s Digital Backbone —
One ccTLD at a Time

The KeNIC × AFRALTI ccTLD Capacity Development
Programme, Cohort 1, concluded and the results speak
for themselves.

Cohort 1 ran from 2–27 February 2026, combining two
weeks of online sessions with two weeks of intensive in-
person training in Nairobi.

What Participants Covered

Registry concepts DNS fundamentals 
Domain registration workflows
Regulatory & legal frameworks
AI in modern registry operations
BIND configuration, DNSSE, IPV6 and Cloud
integration
 Implementation practicals
Advanced Domain Name System (DNS)

(Jan,Feb and March) 



Lanica Andreia Mendonça
NIC.gw / Horizon IT Services — Guinea-Bissau
“This programme gave me both the technical foundation and the
continental perspective I needed. The bilingual format meant
every participant could engage fully, and the peer exchanges
across 17 nations were just as valuable as the formal curriculum.
I leave ready to lead change in Guinea-Bissau’s registry
operations.”

Voices from the Cohort

Participants and trainers alike left Cohort 1 with more than a certificate — they left with a renewed sense of purpose for
Africa’s digital future.

Habib Houndekindo
French-language Trainer — Senegal
“Leading Module 5 on Advanced DNS for our francophone
delegates was a highlight of my career. Seeing participants from
Mali, Gabon, Cameroon and beyond master DNSSEC and IPv6
concepts in real time was extraordinary. This bilingual model is
essential — it signals that Africa’s digital future belongs to
everyone.”

Suzete Centeio Pereira
Registry Delegate — Cape Verde
“I travelled from Cape Verde expecting to gain technical skills,
and I did — but what I didn’t expect was the sense of
community that formed across all 17 countries. We are not
isolated registries; we are one connected ecosystem. I return
home energised to share what I’ve learned and to push Cape
Verde’s digital presence further.”

Vusi Sambo
Chairperson, Eswatini Domain Name Information Centre
(EDNIC) — Eswatini
“This training couldn’t have come at a better time. At EDNIC,
we have just set up the entity mandated to manage the .SZ
domain, and this programme has been invaluable — both
from a policy perspective and on the technical side. We also
had the privilege of meeting colleagues from across Africa
and learning from their experiences. Knowing that our
situation in operationalising .SZ is not unique to most African
countries was itself reassuring. We are going back with a
wealth of experience that will help us implement our strategic
intent — and we are deeply grateful to KeNIC for this
opportunity.”



The programme concluded with an African-themed dinner that captured the spirit of the entire cohort. Traditional attire,
music, dance, and rich cuisine from across the continent filled the evening with warmth. It was a vivid reminder that
while delegates arrived from different nations, they leave as one connected community, united by a shared
commitment to Africa’s digital future.



February: Led parent session on digital identity, AI,
and misinformation for Safer Internet Day.

1.Digital Awareness at St. Christopher’s
School

JANUARY - MARCH 2026 HIGHLIGHTS

February: KeNIC held a courtesy call with the
Mediation Secretariat of the Judiciary to explore
potential areas of collaboration and partnership.

2.Collaboration with Judiciary Mediation
Secretariat

Feb: CEO Andrew Lewela spoke at KICC rally. Connected
Summit set for Apr 27–30, 2026.

4.Cybersecurity Capacity Training

3.Partner Engagement – Connected Africa
Summit 2026

March: Team attended 5-day CA Kenya training on threat
intelligence and incident response.

5.Partnership with Siaya Community Digital Hub

Study of 1,096 SMBs: Nairobi leads; small teams dominate;
online presence is critical.

Read  Articles: https://kenic.or.ke/news/

6.Kenya's Digital Business Pulse (with
HOSTAFRICA)

March: MoU signed to promote digital skills, innovation,
and access across Siaya County.

https://kenic.or.ke/news/


JANUARY - MARCH 2026 HIGHLIGHTS

7.KeNIC Board Retreat 2026 | Strengthening Governance for a Digital Future

The Kenya Network Information Centre (KeNIC) held
its 2026 Board Retreat from 16th–19th March 2026 at
Swahili Beach Resort, Diani. The retreat served as a
strategic platform for reflection, alignment, and
strengthening governance leadership, reinforcing the
Board’s role in providing effec

Facilitated by Leadership Group Ltd., the agenda
focused on key governance priorities, including:

Governance effectiveness and Board performance
Artificial Intelligence (AI), digital governance, and
cybersecurity oversight
ESG considerations and innovation leadership

In addition, the retreat reviewed progress under the KeNIC Strategic Plan (2024–2026), assessed 2025
performance, and reaffirmed strategic priorities for the remainder of the cycle.

Policy sensitization sessions further reinforced compliance and institutional accountability. KeNIC remains
committed to strengthening governance, driving innovation, and advancing Kenya’s digital ecosystem.
 
In the pictures: KeNIC Board Chair Paul Kariuki, Board Directors, ICTA Director Thomas Odhaimbo, James
Turuthi, Davis Waithaka, Dr Judith Obura, Winnie Pertet and KeNIC CEO Andrew Lewela. Not in picture: R.
Kimwatu.



📅 Mon, 20 Apr 2026 – Fri, 15 May 2026
Mode: Fully Online | Duration: 20 Days
A comprehensive online programme equipping
Africa's ccTLD leaders with registry operations,
cybersecurity, DNS management, and community
engagement skills. Offered in both English and
French.

KEY HIGHLIGHTS
Fully Online
Bilingual (ENGLISH / FRENCH)
20 Days
For Africa's ccTLD Leaders

Register: kenic.or.ke/training

UPCOMING EVENT

Training Module Duration

Module 1
Understanding a Registry
Business 2 Days

Module 2 Operating a Registry Business 2 Days

Module 3 Securing the Registry Business 6 Days

Module 4
Registrar's Internet Infrastructure
Management 5 Days

Module 5 Advanced DNS Implementation 5 Days

WHO SHOULD ATTEND: 
Country code domain registries, Country code domain registrars, ISPs & Mobile Network Operators,
Government ICT agencies, ICT regulators across Africa, SMEs & entrepreneurs in the domain space,
Community network operators and Individuals interested in domain business

https://kenic.or.ke/training/


UPCOMING EVENT

In partnership with ICANN and USIU –
Africa, we are proud to host the 2026
Universal Acceptance Day. 

BACKGROUND OF UNIVERSAL ACCEPTANCE DAY 

First introduced in 2023, Universal Acceptance (UA) Day
is an opportunity to mobilize local, national, regional, and
global communities and organizations to champion UA
on a global scale. 

As in past years, UA Day 2026 events will consist of a
mix of in-person, virtual, and hybrid sessions held by the
Internet Corporation for Assigned Names and Numbers
(ICANN), the United Nations Educational, Scientific and
Cultural Organization (UNESCO), global partners, and
regional and local organizations.

The sessions will aim to engage and mobilize top
technical and language communities, companies,
governments, and Domain Name System (DNS) industry
stakeholders to better understand the benefits of UA and
how to make their own systems UA-ready.

WHAT IS UNIVERSAL ACCEPTANCE?

UA is a technical best practice that ensures all valid
domain names and email addresses, regardless of script,
language or character length, can be equally used by all
Internet-enabled applications, devices, and systems.
While the DNS has changed in recent years, the checks
used by many software applications to validate domain
names and email addresses remain outdated. 

These domain names include new generic top-level
domains (e.g., .photography), Internationalized Domain
Names (e.g., एमईआईट�वाई.सरकार.भारत/, 红 螺 寺 . ⽹ 址 ,
-стопкоронавирус.рф), and country code top ,صحة.مصر
level domains (e.g., .ไทย). In addition, not all online portals
are primed for the opening of a user account with a
related email address. That is why awareness of and
support for UA is critical for a truly global, multilingual
Internet.

BENEFITS OF UA

The current Internet population is made up of more than 6
billion active users, and at least one billion more are
expected to come online. Achieving UA for all valid
domain names and email addresses is crucial to enabling
consumer choice online and achieving digital inclusivity
for all of these users. Further, there are important
economic and social benefits of supporting multilingual
Internet users in their ability to access and connect to
ecommerce, local communities and governments, as well
as to embrace and proliferate cultural traditions through
language.

UA DAY EVENT DETAILS
30 April 2026, USIU-A from 2pm – 630pm, available in
both physical & virtual formats
Students and Faculty in ICT and Information Systems 
Check for registration details on www.kenic.or.ke   
and more about UA here; UA Day Messages Collation 

UNIVERSAL ACCEPTANCE DAY ANNOUNCEMENT
- KENYA

http://www.kenic.or.ke/
https://www.icann.org/en/system/files/files/ua-day-messages-collation-15sep23-en.pdf


GLOBAL PARTNER
Team Internet
Confirmed at the KeNIC office reception

SUPPORTING PARTNER
Open-Xchange
Pledged support for Domain Summit Africa 2027

Domain Summit Africa 2027 heads to Diani Beach
We're thrilled to announce that Domain Summit Africa 2027 is heading to Diani Beach, Kenya — one of East
Africa's most spectacular coastal destinations. Building on the success of our inaugural Nairobi Domain Summit,
the next edition promises an even bigger stage for the continent's domain and digital infrastructure community.

UPCOMING EVENTS

Partners and KeNIC leadership gathered at the KeNIC offices in Nairobi to confirm partnerships ahead of Domain
Summit Africa 2027.) 
L-R: Helmuts Melkonis - Founder Domain Summit, Andrew Mwanyota Lewela - KeNIC CEO, Sara Rego - VP Commercial at
Team Internet, Gitau Muraguri - KeNIC Marketing & Communications Manager and Andreas Gauger - CEO, Open-Xchange.





Kenya Network Information Centre (KeNIC)
CAK Centre along Waiyaki Way, Opposite Kianda School

ADMIN SUPPORT: admin@kenic.or.ke / Info@kenic.or.ke
MARKETING SUPPORT: marketing@kenic.or.ke

CUSTOMER CARE SUPPORT: customer@kenic.or.ke
FINANCE SUPPORT: billing@kenic.or.ke

TECHNICAL SUPPORT: support@kenic.or.ke

 0715 275483
 0702 693515

JOIN THE CONVERSATION KeNIC TLD kenictld @Kenictld Kenic TLD @KenicTLD

.ke | .co.ke | .go.ke | .or.ke | .ac.ke | .sc.ke | .ne.ke | .me.ke | .mobi.ke | .info.ke

HOME OF EVERY .KE DOMAIN

@kenic.tld

https://www.instagram.com/kenictld/#
https://www.instagram.com/kenictld/#
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